


The global importance of China’s
modernization agenda and its dynamic
economy is now widely recognized. In a
world that is becoming increasingly
interconnected, what happens in China
affects us all. The world is changing and
China continues to play a dominant role.
Utahloy International School Zengcheng
(UISZC) in affiliation with The University
of Melbourne is pleased to offer students at
your school an opportunity to visit China
and participate in its newly developed
Visiting School Programme, China’s New
Horizons. Located in a dynamic region of
China, Zengcheng lies on the outskirts of
China’s 3rd and 8th largest cities,
Guangzhou and Dongguan, and is only two
and a half hours north of Hong Kong. The
region is a centre of environmental tourism,
rich in culture and tradition. Situated

lakeside in the foothills of the mountains
and beside traditional villages, farmland and
historic temples, UISZC provides a tranquil
base for a Visiting School Programme
(VSP). UISZC is surrounded by nature and
within reach of some of China’s most
culturally diverse cities.
China’s New Horizons offers all visiting
schools challenging programmes that extend
students beyond the classroom in a 'weeks
without walls' educational experience.
Through experiential learning, students are
inspired to become globally minded
citizens, furthering their understanding of
our world and how the global horizons of
China are changing, based around four
overlapping domains.
Designed by Utahloy’s international team of
teachers and local experts, China’s New
Horizons customizes a programme to meet
the specific needs of visiting schools.
Taking advantage of our amazing facilities
and location in a dynamic region of...



Southern China, students grow through their learning experiences at the visiting schools
programme, returning home with a greater sense of responsibility, understanding and
independence.

China's New Horizons Mission
By utilizing our unique location in Southern China, rich in language and culture, our mission is
to provide, for all students, an unforgettable experience that inspires a sense of wonder,
optimism and changes the way they look at the world.

China's New Horizons Philosophy
Inspire students to become globally minded citizens who understand and value cultural
diversity as they explore challenging educational objectives through practical learning
experiences.
Offer an educational opportunity which emphasizes the importance of globalization in today’s
changing world.
Create a unique experience for students to learn and reflect about themselves and different
cultures.
Provide the opportunity for students to learn more about China’s language, history and culture
to the mutual benefit of all.
For students to make connections and build friendships.
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The Four Domains
China’s New Horizons is centred on four
overlapping domains which makes for a
truly unique experience. The Four Domains
are:
1. Chinese Language and Culture
2. Modernization in China and the
Influences of Globalization
3. Environment and Sustainability Issues
in China
4. Leadership and Adventure
The overlapping Domains provide
educational opportunities delivered through
various modules. Schools can customize a
programme that suits students’ needs by
choosing specific domains and modules of
interest.

Chinese Language andCulture
Students may not be familiar with Chinese
language and culture or, perhaps, they have
studied this in depth. Regardless, China’s
New Horizons offers a unique educational
experience which immerses students in
China, exploring the world’s oldest
civilization and its language.
Such modules include:
• Mandarin classes (beginner to advanced)
• Practising the language by; shopping at
markets, visiting local schools, ordering at
authentic Chinese restaurants, participating
in activities and spending down time with
UISZC students
• Experiencing daily life in traditional rural
Chinese villages
• Learning the ancient art of Chinese
painting, calligraphy and paper cutting



• Watching Kung Fu masters at work and
learning some basic skills
• Visiting ancient Chinese temples and
pagodas
• Reliving history at old Opium war forts
and a wide range of museums
• Studying and witnessing the impacts of
Maoism on China today
• Studying traditional Chinese medicine and
how it is used in modernday China
• Community service programmes, such as
orphanage visits, teaching English, games
and offering a new experience to local
school children
Modernization in Chinaand Influences ofGlobalization
As China has become increasingly
modernized, its development has had an
instrumental impact on countries worldwide.
Situated between China’s largest and most
industrious cities and remote villages,
UISZC’s location enables students to

experience the influences of globalization
firsthand. Students witness globalization
and its impacts on China and the world.
Such modules include:
• Visiting Local Factories
• Studying firsthand why China is the
world’s fastest growing economy
• Exploring the differences in urban and
rural life
• Looking at population and migration
changes
• Comparing modern and ancient China
• Studying import and export routes
• Considering globalization influences on
local financial systems and the local
economy
• Studying development and the impact on
the environment and sustainability
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Environment andSustainability Issues inChina
Modern China faces a number of
environmental issues. Through the processes
of rapid development and globalization,
China is adapting to ensure cleaner and
sustainable methods of manufacturing and
transport. The rural setting and botanical
campus at UISZC offers students a perfect
location to study the environment and learn
about sustainability. The range of
biodiversity, such as a lake, wetlands,
forests and greenhouse provides an ideal
setting for field studies, experiments and
observation.
Such modules include:
• Visiting local subsistence farms
• Learning traditional cultivation practices
• Observing the effects of industry and
pollution on the natural environment
• Taking part in fieldwork and experiments
on campus, utilizing our unique ecosystem
• Studying local agricultural methods
• Discovering China’s biodiversity
• Exploring China’s environmental
initiatives

Leadership andAdventure
The size and diversity of the UISZC campus
allows many leadership courses to take
place. Students face many challenges,
helping them to improve leadership,
communication, teamwork and problem
solving skills. Off campus activities build
on these programmes. Students develop
selfbelief and confidence by taking part in
these team building and leadership
activities.
Onsite /local area such modules include:
• Off road biking
• Team building/ Leadership challenges
• Orienteering
• Teaching English to Local school children
• Urban Challenges
Modules slightly further afield include:
• Kayaking
• Whitewater Rafting
• Mountain Biking & Trekking
• Traversing/rock climbing



Certification
Upon completion of a programme based on
a prescribed range of domains and modules,
students are recognized with a completion
certificate, China’s New Horizons
Certificate of Global Achievement, designed
in association with The University of
Melbourne. Certification will be useful to
students wanting to demonstrate global
awareness, exhibit familiarity with China,
and add educational experiences to their
personal resume.

Certification takes into consideration:
Breadth – Participation in modules from all
domains
Depth – Specialization in one or more
domains
Inquiry – High order thinking and inquiring
into the issues emerging through the
experience
Question – Formulating a focused question

based on inquiry and answered through a
portfolio. The portfolio is a group project
that includes reflective writing, photography
and sketches. The portfolio is presented and
assessed.

Certification recognizes that students have
successfully completed a programme that
focuses on critical thinking, global
citizenship, self reflection, lifelong learning
and cultural respect. Certification is
awarded based on the modules completed
and tasks assessed during the programme.

Gold, Silver and Bronze standards of
certification will be awarded for each level,
based upon the assessment throughout a
programme. The assessment includes;
participation, attitude and effort, critical
thinking and inquiry skills, reflection and
posed questions, portfolio presentation and
reflective pieces.

*In general, groups complete 1 or 2 modules
per day.
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Student Awards
Gold – The student displays exceptional
awareness, a high level of competence and
sophistication through critical reflection and
inquiry and presents findings which enhance
learning and demonstrate prominent global
awareness.
Silver – The student displays strong
awareness, appropriate critical reflection
and inquiry based skills and presents
findings which show a good understanding
of global awareness.
Bronze – The student displays a good
awareness, shows critical reflection and
inquiry skills, most of the time, and presents
findings which show an understanding of
global awareness.

Connections with therest of China
There are many opportunities to make trips
to the rest of China during the stay.
Experience the cultural urban metropolis of
Beijing with visits to the Great Wall and the
Forbidden City, visit Guilin and Yangzhou
with magnificent karst landscapes, the rice
terraces of the dragon's back bone and
unforgettable treks and traditional river boat
cruises. While closer still is Hong Kong,
Asia's world city, with its unique economy,
infrastructure and history.
UISZC also has a close connection with
Environmental & Outdoor Education, an
outdoor adventure camp, located in a remote
area of Hong Kong. Here students engage in
outdoor pursuits, such as sea kayaking,
surfing, sailing and rock climbing.
NOTE: Additional costs will apply,
depending on dates, methods of transport,
accommodation and affiliated tour
companies (if applicable).



10 Reasons to chooseChina for a VSP
1. Immerse yourself in a culture with the
world’s longest continuous civilization and
written language
2. Experience why China is the world’s
fastest growing economy and could soon be
the largest
3. See for yourself why China is now such a
popular travel destination
4. Learn the most widely spoken language in
the world
5. Experience the contrast between some of
the world’s largest urban centres and most
remote villages
6. Learn about, cook and taste traditional
Chinese cuisine
7. Witness China’s rapidly changing way of
life and development
8. Experience eastern ways of reflection,
philosophy, meditation and medicine
9. Explore remote environmental sites,
observing both beauty and traditional

Chinese living
10. Witness both ancient traditions and
modernization side by side

Accommodation
UISZC is located on 84hectares of
professionally maintained botanical
gardens, providing a stunning and safe base
for a Visiting Schools Programme. This
gated community is considered home for
international and local Chinese staff, as well
as for many students of all ages, who reside
in the four storey boarding house. Visiting
schools have the pleasure of a private wing
in this lakeside residence, with private
common room. There is also an opportunity
to integrate with our UISZC community,
making new friends and for a great cultural
experience.
The facilities also include an Olympic sized
swimming pool, basketball, volleyball,
badminton and tennis courts, pingpong
tables, greenhouse, art and drama studios,
campfire circle, multiple biking and hiking
trails, football and rugby pitches, fitness
suite, martial arts studio and a private
lakeside dining hall.
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Logistics
What we will provide...
• Transport – to and from Guangzhou or
Hong Kong airport to UISZC plus to all
excursions throughout programme
• Visa Invitation letter
• Domestic flights and train bookings (if
part of desired programme)
• Food – Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and
nutritious snacks. Plus an onsite shop to
purchase other treats and essentials.
• Accommodation – 34 bed dorms with two
ensuite bathrooms, WiFi internet access,
air conditioning and central heating, filtered
drinking water, cleaning and laundry
services
• Guides on excursions – Chinese and
English speaking
• 24hour security and medical services on
site
• Sport and leisure activities organized
during ‘down time’
• Use of all UISZC facilities and resources
• Information package prior to arrival – day
to day summaries, what to bring etc.
• VSP Tshirt for all
• Assistance customizing your programme –
advice, sample programmes, module
summaries

What you provide...
• Flights and transportation to and from
China (Guangzhou/Hong Kong/Beijing
airports)
• Chinese Tourist Visas
• Medical and travel insurance
• Supervisors/Teachers in ratio to ensure
student welfare (10:1)
• Supervision of students (including wake
up, meals and adherence to bedtimes).
• A commitment that all students involved
meet the expectations of UISZC
• Vaccinations
• Teaching/Learning support during field
experiences



Safety
Safety is always our number one priority.
International safety standards and operating
procedures are followed for all activities.
Our staff ensures:
• Risk assessments (available on request)
have been carried out for all sites and
activities.
• Safety briefings given prior to each activity
• Staff trained in First Aid and CPR
• On campus nurse on call 24 hours a day
• Food arrangements can be made for those
with special dietary needs
• Gated campus with 24 hour security patrol
Emergency and critical incident procedures
are in place
• Buildings and facilities on campus are well
maintained

Things to take intoconsideration
Climate variations (temperature/rainfall)
Hot and Humid summer season  June –
September (35 C, up to 45C with humidity!)
• Mild winter season – December –
February (15  20 C)
• Warm shoulder seasons – October –
November, March – May (2530C)
• Rainy season normally extends from May 
August

• UISZC VSP welcomes schools throughout
the year, however, some activities may only
be available in certain months (such as
many of the water based activities).
• Programmes are organized for periods
from 4 days to 4 weeks – longer if given
sufficient notice/upon special request
• Connections and visits to other areas
within China may occur prior to, after or in
the midst of the visit. Example: Beijing –
UISZC – Hong Kong

How to book a trip in 5easy steps
Email or phone us regarding:
1. Initial contact regarding preferred dates,
approximate group size and any questions
or queries about the programme.
2. Complete the Booking Form and pay
booking fee.
3. Allow us to custom build your desired
programme.
4. Once a programme is agreed upon a
deposit is made to confirm your reserved
dates and accommodation.
5. Pretrip communication and final
payments.

Join us for anexperience ofa lifetime!
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